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Rural foundation from the Catalan Pyrenees specialised in social

and labour inclusion and sustainable forest management seeks

collaboration through EU-funded programmes

Summary

Technology offer TOES20260128004Spain
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Sabrina WODRICH

Profile type Company's country POD reference

Profile status Type of partnership Targeted countries

Contact Person Last update

Research and development

cooperation agreement

Term of validity

• World

28 Jan 2026

28 Jan 2027

28 Jan 2026

General Information

A rural foundation in the Catalan Pyrenees promotes the social and labour inclusion of vulnerable people through

sustainable forest management. It supplies forest biomass for local renewable heating systems and timber to

regional sawmills. Through EU-funded R&D projects, it aims to develop higher value-added wood products,

strengthen forestry value chains, and create quality green jobs in rural and mountain areas.

Short summary

https://een.ec.europa.eu/nexteen/network-directory/user-info/35f40f1f-a783-4929-9e99-017ee45df917
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Full description

Integra Pirineus Foundation is a non-profit organisation established in 2011 and based in the rural and mountain

areas of the Catalan Pyrenees. Its mission is to promote the social and labour inclusion of people at risk of social

exclusion, particularly individuals with intellectual disabilities or mental health disorders, through meaningful and

sustainable employment opportunities linked to forest-based activities. The foundation operates in a territory

affected by demographic decline and limited job opportunities, while at the same time holding high environmental

value and exposure to climate-related risks.

Since its inception, Integra Pirineus has developed a social innovation model centred on sustainable forest

management as a tool for social inclusion, wildfire prevention and local economic development. To date, more than

900 hectares of forest have been managed and over 24,500 tonnes of wood have been harvested—biomass that

would otherwise contribute to large-scale wildfires. Of this amount, more than 11,000 tonnes have been processed

and supplied as woodchips for renewable energy production, feeding biomass boilers in hospitals, primary care

centres, schools, town halls and sports facilities across the region. In parallel, the foundation supplies timber to

regional sawmills and, since 2024, has also started producing and distributing firewood to local households.

These activities have enabled the creation of more than 50 jobs in the forestry sector for people in vulnerable

situations. In 2024 alone, the organisation provided personalised guidance to 276 individuals in their social and

labour integration pathways, of whom 21 were directly employed by the foundation. During the last winter season,

more than 54 households benefited from the distribution of 101 tonnes of locally produced firewood, contributing to

energy affordability and climate mitigation at local level.

Building on this solid operational base, Integra Pirineus is currently expanding its infrastructure with the construction

of a new shelter aimed at improving firewood production capacity and enabling the launch of new business lines. In

the medium term, the foundation seeks to move towards higher value-added wood transformation processes, such

as sawn timber for construction and other innovative wood-based products. Achieving this transition will require

research and development activities, new technological solutions, design expertise and investment in machinery,

with the objective of retaining greater economic value within the territory while creating additional inclusive

employment opportunities.

The foundation has previous experience participating in European-funded projects and collaborating with research

centres, educational institutions, public authorities and social economy organisations. It is currently involved in

projects funded by Erasmus+, LIFE and Next Generation EU, contributing practical expertise in sustainable forest

management, training, social inclusion and territorial implementation. Through this R&D cooperation profile, Integra

Pirineus seeks to engage with European partners within EU-funded programmes to co-develop innovative, inclusive

and replicable forestry-based value chains that support climate action, rural resilience and social cohesion in

mountain and rural regions across Europe.
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Advantages and innovations

Integra Pirineus combines social inclusion with sustainable forest management, creating a unique model where

forestry activities generate both environmental and social impact. The foundation’s approach prevents wildfires,

supplies renewable energy biomass, and strengthens local economies. The innovative aspect lies in transitioning

from basic biomass valorisation to higher value-added wood products, integrating new technologies, advanced

machinery, and product design to maximise local economic retention.

By fostering collaborations through EU-funded R&D programmes, the foundation seeks to co-develop solutions that

are technically advanced, socially inclusive, and environmentally sustainable, creating replicable models for rural

and mountain regions across Europe. This innovation addresses multiple EU priorities: climate action, green jobs,

circular bioeconomy, and inclusive growth.

Stage of development Sustainable Development goals

Under development • Goal 7: Affordable and Clean Energy

• Goal 13: Climate Action

• Goal 4: Quality Education

• Goal 15: Life on Land

• Goal 8: Decent Work and Economic Growth

• Goal 12: Responsible Consumption and

Production

• Goal 9: Industry, Innovation and

Infrastructure

Technical specification or expertise sought

- R&D expertise in wood transformation technologies and machinery.

- Design and prototyping of innovative wood-based products.

- Process optimisation for sawn timber and other value-added products.

- Circular economy and sustainable forestry value chain development.

- Socially inclusive business model implementation.

IPR Status

No IPR applied

IPR Notes

Partner Sought

The foundation seeks partners with expertise in R&D for wood transformation processes, machinery development,

Expected role of the partner
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and innovative wood-based products. Partners are expected to contribute technical knowledge, co-design

prototypes, test production processes, and support upscaling of new business lines. Collaborative partners may also

provide training and guidance on implementing circular bioeconomy solutions and sustainable forestry value chains.

The aim is to jointly develop solutions that are technically feasible, socially inclusive, environmentally sustainable,

and replicable in other European rural and mountain regions.

Research and development cooperation

agreement

• SME 11-49

• R&D Institution

• Other

• University

Type of partnership Type and size of the partner

Dissemination

Technology keywords

• 07002001 - Forest technology

• 07002005 - Wood Products

• 02003006 - Prototypes, trials and pilot

schemes

• 04005011 - Bio-refineries for energy

• 07002004 - Silviculture, Forestry

• 06003008 - Other alternative energy

• 08005 - Other Industrial Products (not

elsewhere classified)

• 09005 - Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing,

Animal Husbandry & Related Products

• 09007002 - Manufacture of construction

materials, components and systems

• 06007001 - Other energy production

Market keywords

Sector groups involvedTargeted countries

• World • Agri-Food

• Proximity & Social Economy

• Construction

• Renewable Energy

Media

Videos

Integra Pirineus Presentation

https://youtu.be/QssuxlNolAE

